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Sugar Produces Bitter Results for the Environment

Sugar Farming and Production Affect Soil, Water, Air and Biodiversity

Ads Bad Sugar Cane Sugar The Environment Sustainable Agriculture  Environmental Issues Conservation  Sugar Sugar Irrigation Farming

Dear EarthTalk: What is the environmental impact of sugar,
aside from its not-so-healthy aspects? Ive heard that the
industry is no friend to the outdoor environment. Mary Oakes, via
- e-mailSugar is present in products we consume every day, yet we
P rarely give a second thought to how and where it is produced and
what toll it may take on the environment.

- Sugar Production Damages the Environment
" According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), roughly 145 million
* il | I tons of sugars are produced in 121 countries each year. And sugar
production does indeed take its toll on surrounding soil, water and

Lauren Burke/Digital Vision/Getty Images  air, especially in threatened tropical ecosystems near the equator.
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9 Do Europe and the U.S. Produce Too Much Sugar? Solutions »
WWF blames Europe and, to a lesser extent, the United States, for over-producing sugar because of its Updated Articles and Resources »

profitability and therefore large contribution to the economy. WWF and other environmental groups are
working on public education and legal campaigns to try to reform the international sugar trade.

The world has a growing appetite for sugar, says Elizabeth Guttenstein of the World Wildlife Fund.
Industry, consumers and policy makers must work together to make sure that in the future sugar is m

produced in ways that least harm the environment.

Can Everglades Damage from Sugar Cane Farming be Reversed?

Here in the United States the health of one of the countrys most unique ecosystems, Floridas
Everglades, is seriously compromised after decades of sugar cane farming. Tens of thousands of acres
of the Everglades have been converted from teeming sub-tropical forest to lifeless marshland due to
excessive fertilizer run-off and drainage for irrigation.

A tenuous agreement between environmentalists and sugar producers under a Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan has ceded some sugar cane land back to nature and reduced water usage

and fertilizer run-off. Only time will tell if these and other restoration efforts will help bring back Floridas
once teeming river of grass.

GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTION? Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The Environmental Magazine,
P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit it at: www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, or e-mail:

earthtalk@emagazine.com.
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